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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN 


Many years ago God called me to serve as a 
preacher. I have served sixty-one years in the min- 
istry. I served at the General Conference for a few 
years as a field representative for the Review and 
Herald and then resigned that position in 1982. At 
the call of God I went into self-supporting work. I 
started Hope International and I believe God led me 
to start the Our Firm Foundation magazine which 
was a blessing to many homes for twenty-five years. I 
was also the editor of that magazine. 

It has recently been brought to my attention that in 
2001 the structure Seventh-day Adventist Church 
voted to teach Spiritual Formation, Contemplative 
Prayer and The Emerging Church in all our educa- 
tional systems in the thirteen divisions around the 
world. Spiritual Formation is Spiritualism. It came 
from Ignatius Loyola. At Vatican II the Catholic 
Church voted to use Spiritual Formation to bring the 
Protestant world back under their jurisdiction. Now 
this abomination has been voted into our educational 
system. This puts the cap on the omega of apostasy 
as recorded in Selected Messages, book 1, pages 204, 
205. On these two pages there are thirteen definitions 
of the omega of apostasy and the structure church at 
the present time fulfills all thirteen of them. The 
same apostasy that threatened the church with spiri- 
tualism, when Harvey Kellogg wrote the book Living 
Temple, has now lifted its ugly head into the Seventh- 
day Adventist Church again. Many pastors are in- 
volved in this apostasy. Andrews University offers a 
PhD in Spiritual Formation. Many have analyzed this 
Spiritual Formation as Buddhism and Hinduism, 
which are paganism. 

Over the years I have had hundreds of people 
come to me in my meetings asking me where they can 
send their tithe and offerings. They stated that the 
music and the preaching in their church do not per- 
mit them to support what is going on. I am present- 
ing this little booklet to provide information so that 
God’s faithful, loyal and obedient people can make a 
decision as to where they want to send their sacred 
tithe and offerings. 

In my years of service I have never asked people to 
send their tithe to me, but when people have asked 
me about it I have always told them that they should 
seek the Lord and ask God to help them come to a 
decision. There are many independent ministries that 
God approves of that have not gone along with the 
apostasy. If anyone wants to support a God approved 
ministry you can call me. My phone number is on the 
internet at www.ronspear.org. Second Advent Herald 
is a worthy ministry. It is under the jurisdiction of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The website is 


www.secondadventherald.org. 


“Prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if 
I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.”—Malachi 3:10. 


Today the question of accountable stewardship is 
becoming an issue in the minds of many of our peo- 
ple. The awareness that we all have an individual ac- 
countability before the heavenly universe, to adminis- 
ter the trust committed to us of God has, in recent 
years, raised questions in their minds as to how to 
best fulfill that responsibility. It is not the purpose of 
this small book to solicit funds, or to attempt to point 
out what one’s personal responsibility is, but to give 
our members who inquire, the information that will 
help them fulfill their position as God’s stewards. 


INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY 


The Lord has made us individually His stewards. 
We each hold a solemn responsibility to invest this 
means ourselves. A portion of it is right to place in 
the treasury to advance the general interests of the 
work; but the steward of means will not be guiltless 
before God, unless, so far as he is able to do this, he 
shall use that means as circumstances shall reveal 
the necessity. We should be ready to help the suffer- 
ing, and to set in operation plans to advance the truth 
in various ways. It is not in the province of the Con- 
ference or any other organization to relieve us of this 
stewardship. If you lack wisdom, go to God; ask Him 
for yourself, and then work with an eye single to His 
glory. 

“By exercising your judgment, by giving 
where you see there is need in any line of the 
work, you are putting out your money to the ex- 
changers. If you see in any locality that the 
truth is gaining a foothold, and there is no 
place of worship, then do something to meet 
the necessity. By your own action encourage 
others to act, in building a humble house for 
the worship of God. Have an interest in the 
work in all parts of the field. 

“While it is not your own property that you 
are handling, yet you are made responsible for 
its wise investment, for its use or abuse. God 
does not lay upon you the burden of asking the 
Conference or any council of men whether you 
shall use your means as you see fit to advance 
the work of God in destitute towns and cities, 
and impoverished localities. If the right plan 
had been followed, so much means would not 
have been used in some localities, and so little 
in other places where the banner of truth has 
not been raised. We are not to merge our indi- 
viduality of judgment into any institution in our 
world. We are to look to God for wisdom, as 
did Daniel. ... 

“Do we individually realize our true position, 
that as God’s hired servants we are not to bar- 
gain away our stewardship; but that before the 
heavenly universe we are to administer the 
truth committed to us by God? Our own hearts 
are to be sanctified, our hands are to have 
something to impart as occasion demands, of 


the income that God entrusts to us.”—Ellen G. 
White Pamphlets, No. 80, 41-42. 


THE TITHE PROBLEM — WHOIS 
RESPONSIBLE? 


The subject of tithe has come to be an emotional 
mine field, and so let's proceed with caution. Voices 
that are usually calm are likely to become strident 
when the subject is introduced, and not infrequently, 
strongly-stirred feelings find expression in bitter ac- 
cusations. Yet the problem is real, and it is here. It 
shows no sign of diminishing, but rather is steadily 
increasing. Ignoring it is not likely to be an adequate 
answer, nor yet is indulging in emotional outbursts 
which tend to aggravate tensions rather than to re- 
lieve them. Is it possible to calmly consider this prob- 
lem? Let us try. 

My own exposure to the problem has been educa- 
tional. While I was teaching classes of ministers in the 
Asian Adventist Theological Seminary I sometimes 
met the question, “Is it ever proper to send tithe any- 
where other than through the regular church chan- 
nels?” I answered the question with a firm and un- 
compromising, “No. Diverting the tithe to other than 
the regular church channels could never, under any 
circumstances, be the right thing to do.” 

I must confess that I did not give this answer be- 
cause of evidence that I had seen, but because of evi- 
dence that I was sure I would find in the Spirit of 
Prophecy if I looked for it. However, the question did 
not seem to be an urgent one at the time, and I was 
very busy with classes, evangelistic meetings, and 
other projects, so I did not engage in any research on 
this particular topic. 

But, upon returning to the States in 1985, I was 
surprised to find that the question was seriously 
troubling many church members. With full confi- 
dence I set out to find the Spirit of Prophecy evidence 
that tithe should always go through the regular 
church channels and never anywhere else. This 
brought my second and much greater surprise. I did 
not find what I was looking for. It just was not in the 
inspired writings. 

Was I failing to properly understand what I had 
read? Apparently not. I did find a statement regard- 
ing the question that had been prepared by Willie 
White (Ellen White’s son and secretary), Elder A.G. 
Daniels, and Elder W. W. Prescott, which indicated 
that neither had they found such evidence in Ellen 
White’s writings. The historical context of their state- 
ment was as follows. 

On May 9, 1907, a Charles E. Stewart of Battle 
Creek sent to Ellen White’s office at Sanitarium, Cali- 
fornia, a 49-page compilation of questions and 
charges that were intended to cast doubt on the Spirit 
of Prophecy as manifested in her ministry. In October 
of the same year the material was bound into a small 
book and published, apparently in Battle Creek. At 
some later date it was republished by another of 
Ellen White’s critics, E. S. Ballenger, of Riverside, 
California. Document WDF 321, in the White Estate 
Office in Loma Linda, is a record of the plans that 
were made by Willie White, Daniels, and Prescott to 
deal with the charges in the book, one of which was 


that Ellen White’s counsels and practices in regard to 
the tithe were not consistent, in that she did not al- 
ways follow her own recommendations. Paragraph six 
on page two of the document is a clear statement of 
how these brethren understood the totality of Ellen 
white’s teachings in regard to the paying of tithe. 
Par. 6 — “As to the proper use of the tithe: 
The outline of a statement on this subject 
which was agreed upon was briefly this: To give 
extracts from Sister White’s writings as to the 
tithe and its use; to show that her testimony 
and her own usual practice was in favor of pay- 
ing the tithe into the regularly designated trea- 
sury, to be used under the counsel of the com- 
mittees appointed for such purposes; to show 
further from her writings that when those who 
have charge of the expenditure of the tithe so 
far fail in the discharge of their duty that the 
regularly organized channels for the distribu- 
tion of tithe become hindrances to its proper 
use, then in order to carry out the divine plan 
that the tithe should be expended in the wisest 
manner for the furtherance of the work, indi- 
viduals have the right to pay their tithes direct 
to the needy fields; but that this involves a con- 
siderable degree of personal responsibility, 
which must be assumed by those who decide to 
follow this plan. It was thought that this matter 
could be handled in a way to show that the de- 
parture from the regular plans was authorized 
only when the regular plans failed to be carried 
out by those in positions of responsibility.” 

This appeared to be strong evidence that I had not 
misunderstood the materials I had examined. The 
conclusions of these brethren were not different from 
mine, after my study. 

As indicated in the quotation, their purpose was to 
enlarge the outline into a tract or paper on the sub- 
ject. We would no doubt find it helpful if we could 
read the paper itself, but I have not yet been able to 
locate a copy. 

Certain basic points in regard to tithe paying stand 
out very clearly in Ellen White’s writings. She had no 
doubt that returning tithe to the Lord is a Christian 
duty, and that a failure to perform this duty is tanta- 
mount to stealing from God (See Malachi 3). She is 
equally clear and firm in her conviction that the tithe 
has only one proper use, the support of the ministry 
of the Word of God. Although she includes those who 
minister with pen as well as with voice, she specifi- 
cally excludes other forms of Christian endeavor, 
such as “school purposes” and “canvassers and col- 
porteurs” (See Testimonies, vol. 9, 248-249); a poor 
fund or church expense (See Counsels on Steward- 
ship, 103); etc. 

According to the testimony of God’s inspired mes- 
senger, tithe should always be faithfully returned to 
the Lord, and all of the tithe should be used for the 
support of the ministry. But which ministry or what 
ministry? This is the question that is troubling us 
now. What if a ministry strays from the path of sacred 
duty? What if a ministry becomes so theologically 
confused as to depart from the truths of God’s Word 
and begins preaching a false gospel? What if church 
leaders begin to use tithe funds for purposes other 


than the ministry of the Word, such as those listed 
above, or even to pay the fees of non-Adventist 
lawyers? What, then, is our Christian duty? 

We may seek to escape from these troubling ques- 
tions by shrugging them off and saying, “There is no 
need for us to concern ourselves about things like 
that. They could not happen in our church.” But in 
view of Ellen White’s predictions of a great Adventist 
apostasy, is this a realistic attitude? Willie White, 
Daniells, and Prescott took no such position. They 
did not deny the possibility of a malfeasance, as indi- 
cated by these words: “... when those who have 
charge of the expenditure of the tithe shall so far fail 
in the discharge of their duty that the regular orga- 
nized channels for the distribution of the tithe be- 
come hindrances to its proper use. ... 


When the regular plans failed to be carried out 
by those in positions of responsibility.” Docu- 
ment WDF, 321. 


Let us remind ourselves that these brethren were 
not expressing their own opinions. They were setting 
forth what they understood to be the totality of the 
teachings of Ellen White. They had before them the 
example of Ellen White. In the year 1905, two years 
before their meeting, Ellen White had written a letter 
to the president of the Colorado conference in which 
she had revealed that “for years” she had been using 
her tithe to assist needy ministers who were being ne- 
glected by the organization. When this statement was 
first called to my attention, I dismissed it very easily 
(I thought) by saying, “She was a prophet, and I am 
not a prophet. God often gives instructions to His 
prophets that do not apply to other people.” 

But the matter is not quite that simple. The letter 
also revealed that when other persons offered her 
their tithe to use as she thought best, she accepted it 
and used it as indicated above, in support of needy 
ministers. Perhaps we could still say that she was ex- 
ercising the prerogatives of a prophet, since the 
money passed through her hands. 

But that would not be true of the third type of tithe 
payers who are mentioned in her letter: 

“If there have been cases where our sisters 
have appropriated their tithe to the support of 
the ministers working for the colored people in 
the South, let every man, if he is wise, hold his 
peace.” Manuscript Release, vol. 2, 99. 

There is no suggestion that this money passed 
through her hands, or that she was consulted about 
it. The money was apparently sent directly to needy 
ministers whose condition had become known to the 
tithe-payers. Ellen White obviously did not disap- 
prove of the actions of these persons, much less ac- 
cuse them of “stealing” the tithe. 

We must recognize that Willie White, Daniells, and 
Prescott, who were charged with the responsibility of 
setting forth a comprehensive statement regarding 
Ellen White’s counsel and practice regarding tithe 
paying, were faithful to the evidence that was before 
them. They frankly reported their findings to the peo- 
ple, with neither understatement nor overstatement. 
They felt that there was no self-contradiction between 
Ellen White’s writings and her practice. In neither her 
writings nor her practice was there anything to sup- 


port the view that all tithe, regardless of circum- 
stances, must be paid through regular church chan- 
nels. 

It is probable that they did not anticipate any great 
trouble from the church organization as the result of 
publishing their frank statement. The conditions that 
they described as making it permissible, according to 
Ellen White’s writings, for a church member to exer- 
cise individual judgment in deciding where to send 
tithe, (the failure of persons in places of responsibil- 
ity to use the tithe for its proper purpose) hardly ex- 
isted in their time, if they existed at all. These leaders 
could not have been expected to foresee the condi- 
tions that have now developed in the church as a re- 
sult of the great Adventist apostasy that has been the 
subject of this series of studies. 

But church members in our time could hardly be 
expected not to see these conditions. Many have re- 
coiled in horror from the revelation that hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of sacred tithe funds have been 
used to employ Catholic and other non-Adventist 
lawyers to sue and prosecute persons for calling 
themselves Seventh-day Adventists, and in at least 
one case assessing huge fines and putting the person 
in jail! 

Some members may not be aware of such specific 
incidents as this, but it would be difficult for any 
member in the North American Division to be un- 
aware of the great theological apostasy which is the 
very heart of the tithe problem. He or she is likely to 
encounter it in church on any Sabbath morning. As 
one responsible church member expressed it: 

“I get tired of going to church every Sab- 
bath and getting my weekly dose of strych- 
nine from the pulpit.” 

It is an undeniable fact that there are pastors in 
Seventh-day Adventist churches, teachers in Seventh- 
day Adventist colleges, and individuals at all levels of 
church administration who are persistently present- 
ing as truth the devil’s great lie—that Christians can- 
not stop sinning even by the power of God. Ellen 
White has identified this, not less than 35 times, as a 
lie that originated in the heart of Satan, and that was 
proven to be false by our Lord Jesus Christ. Un- 
doubtedly the strongest of her statements is this: 

“Satan declared that it was impossible for 
the sons and daughters of Adam to keep the 
law of God, and thus charged upon God a lack 
of wisdom and love. If they could not keep the 
law, then there was fault with the Lawgiver. Men 
who are under the control of Satan repeat these 
accusations against God, in asserting that men 
can not keep the law of God. Jesus humbled 
himself, clothing his divinity with humanity, in 
order that he might stand as the head and rep- 
resentative of the human family, and by both 
precept and example condemn sin in the flesh, 
and give the lie to Satan’s charges.” The Sign of 
The Times, January 16, 1896. 

May we suggest a second thoughtful reading of the 
above inspired statement? Its implications are stag- 
gering. Can it be possible that there are ministers, 
teachers, and administrators all through our ranks 
who are under the control of Satan? If the writings of 


Ellen White are inspired, we have no choice but to be- 
lieve it. 

Here is the heart of the tithe problem. Here is the 
answer to our question, Who is responsible? Would it 
not be the ministers who present poison from the 
pulpits, the teachers who present poison in the class- 
rooms, and the administrators who support and de- 
fend them, ignoring desperate appeals from church 
members? 

To blame the tithe problem on independent min- 
istries is as illogical and unjust as to blame the his- 
toric Adventists for divisions that are being created in 
the church by the preaching of the false doctrines of 
Calvinism among us. May we here earnestly appeal 
for clear thinking and fair judgment on this matter. 

Consider the problem of a church member who 
understands our message, is devoted to the truth as 
it is in Jesus, and has always been a faithful tithe 
payer. During the years he has built up a small li- 
brary of Ellen White’s writings and has studied them 
with care. Then he is confronted with a series of 
shocks. 

On Sabbath he hears his pastor proclaim that our 
Lord came to earth in the human nature of the un- 
fallen Adam, which makes Him very different from 
ourselves. He finds this puzzling, and so spends 
some time on Sabbath afternoon looking through his 
copy of The Desire of Ages. He finds the opposite af- 
firmed to be true on page 25, 49, 112, 117, 174-175, 
and 311-312. Soon after, he hears his pastor preach 
that it is impossible for Christians, by any means, to 
stop sinning and that it is impossible for anyone to 
obey the law of God. In his copy of The Desire of 
Ages the church member finds this described as Sa- 
tan’s lie on page 24, 29, 117, and 761, and he finds 
in the volume a total of 78 statements that it is possi- 
ble, through the power of Christ, for Christians to 
obey God’s law. He may then turn to The Great Con- 
troversy, and read on page 489 that: 

[Satan] “he is constantly seeking to deceive 
the followers of Christ with his fatal sophistry 
that it is impossible for them to overcome.” 

As this heart-wrenching experience contin- 
ues, the church member is eventually forced to 
recognize that Ellen White’s predictions about 
the great Adventist apostasy are being fulfilled 
before his eyes. Then comes the agonizing 
question, “Does God require me to pay my tithe 
to support the great apostasy?” 

Like many others before him, he decides that this 
just doesn’t make sense. He then turns to an indepen- 
dent ministry that is holding the Seventh-day Adven- 
tist historic faith, preaching the message that he ac- 
cepted when he joined the church. He now begins to 
send his tithe to that ministry. 

Now the question for every fair-minded person to 
consider is, Who is responsible? Has the church 
member’s problem been created by the independent 
ministry, or by the preaching of the false doctrines of 
Calvinism in his own church? 

And will this problem be solved by crushing inde- 
pendent ministries and letting the false preaching 
continue? The answer seems to be self-evident. To de- 
stroy the independent ministries will not solve the 
church member’s problem, nor will it be solved by 


cracking whips of church authority over his head, ex- 
cluding him from church office, or by any other 
means of coercion. 

Tragically, this obvious truth seems to be lost on 
some church administrators who continue to con- 
demn and rail at independent ministries as if they 
were the cause of all the difficulty and that the solu- 
tion is simply to put them out of existence. It appears 
that some of these ministries are now being threat- 
ened with church discipline as a first step in that di- 
rection. 

I have been invited to several meetings which were 
ostensibly called for the purpose of resolving tensions 
between independent ministries and the church orga- 
nization. At none of these meetings did I discern the 
slightest recognition that the preaching of false doc- 
trines in our church was the real problem or even 
any part of the problem. At none of them did I hear 
the slightest hint that any attempt would be made to 
correct this evil. Rather, the message that seemed to 
be delivered to the independent ministries is simple, 
“You, and only you, are the problem, and if you do 
not stop what you are doing, in particular if you do 
not stop accepting tithe, you are going to suffer the 
consequences.” 

Some are already suffering the consequences. 
Members of independent ministries have in some 
places been denied the right to transfer their mem- 
bership either into or out of the churches where they 
live. It should be remembered that transfers are a 
right of church membership and may be denied, ac- 
cording to the church manual, only by properly con- 
ducted church disciplinary actions. See pages 162- 
163 of the Church Manual. 

For that matter, the Church Manual also recog- 
nizes the right of independent ministries to exist (see 
page 158), and also provides that no church mem- 
ber’s standing should be called in question because 
of his failure to give financial support to the church. 
See page 165. 

But strong emotion is the enemy of reason, and as 
we noted at the beginning of this study, emotions tend 
to run high when the tithe problem is mentioned—so 
high that in some cases neither appeals to the Church 
Manual, to the Spirit of Prophecy, or even to the Bible 
itself seem to bring any result. 

Emotional tensions seem also to contribute to the 
mishandling of evidence that is found in various pub- 
lic statements about tithe, and the accusations that 
accompany them. Possibly one of the most outstand- 
ing examples of mishandled evidence is when a vari- 
ety of Ellen White statements, written to show that 
tithe should be used only for the ministry of the Word 
and not for other Christian endeavors, are miscon- 
strued to mean that tithe should be paid only to one 
ministry of the Word and not to the other ministries 
of the Word. An oft-quoted example of this is on page 
247 of Testimonies, vol. 9: 

“Let none feel at liberty to retain their tithe, 
to use according to their own judgment. They 
are not to use it for themselves in an emer- 
gency, nor to apply it as they see fit, even in 
what they may regard as the Lord’s work.” 


What Ellen White meant by the clause “what they 
may regard as the Lord’s work,” is made clear on the 
following pages by these lines: 

“One reasons that the tithe may be applied 
to school purposes. Still others reason that 
canvassers and colporteurs should be sup- 
ported from the tithe. But a great mistake is 
made when the tithe is drawn from the object 
for which it is to be used—the support of the 
ministers.” 

In view of the general frailty of human nature, and 
the specific predictions by Ellen White that there 
would be many apostates in the Seventh-day Adven- 
tist ministry in the last days, (see Testimonies to Min- 
isters, 409-410; Testimonies, vol. 5, 80-81, 707) it 
would have been hazardous indeed for the messenger 
of the Lord to have singled out any particular group 
of ministers as the only ones who should ever be sup- 
ported by tithe, and even more hazardous to main- 
tain that they must be supported by tithe regardless 
of what they might be teaching or doing. 

“It would be poor policy to support from the 
treasury of God those who really mar and in- 
jure His work, and who are constantly lowering 
the standard of Christianity.” Testimonies, vol. 
3, 553. 

“There are fearful woes for those who preach 
the truth, but are not sanctified by it, and also 
for those who consent to receive and maintain 
the unsanctified to minister to them in word 
and doctrine.” Ibid., vol. 1, 261-262. 

“As there are woes for those who preach the 
truth while they are unsanctified in heart and 
life, so there are woes for those who receive and 
maintain the unsanctified in the position which 
they cannot fill.” Ibid., vol. 2, 552. 

Let us take note, also, of Ellen White’s use of the 
expression, “the treasury of God.” In her letter to the 
conference president to which we have already re- 
ferred, she first tells of her practice and then adds, 
“the money is not withheld from the Lord’s treasury.” 
Obviously she did not have the limited view of “the 
Lord’s treasury” that some have today. 

Some independent ministries have pointed out 
Ellen White’s statement that it is not necessary for all 
“funds” or “means” to flow through the same chan- 
nels, and since no exception is stated in regard to 
tithe, they have concluded, not unreasonably, that 
these general terms include both tithes and offerings. 
But some writers have seized upon this and made it 
the basis for accusations of dishonesty. Surely this 
accusation could be termed uncontrolled emotional- 
ism. We would certainly want to have much stronger 
evidence than this before we accuse any persons of 
being dishonest. 

You and I cannot solve the problems of the church 
nor the problems of the independent ministries, but 
we can and must resolve our own personal and indi- 
vidual problem in regard to the type of ministry that 
we support with our tithe. This is a problem best 
solved by each one of us on our knees before the 
Lord, with the inspired writings before us. Probably 
none of us should presume to instruct others as to 
their duty. 


Some may think of the widow and her two mites 
upon whom the Lord pronounced a blessing in spite 
of the corruption among church leaders at that time. 
Others may reflect that we have no evidence that the 
widow was aware of the corruption, and that in any 
case there was no representative church government 
such as we have now. Some will be influenced by 
Ellen White’s statement that: 

“God desires to bring men into direct rela- 
tion with Himself. ... Every man has been made 
a steward of sacred trusts; each is to discharge 
his trust according to the direction of the Giver; 
and by each an account of his stewardship 
must be rendered to God. ... We are responsi- 
ble to invest this means ourselves.” Testi- 
monies, vol. 7, 176-177. 

“Do we individually realize our true position, 
that as God’s hired servants we are not to bar- 
gain away our stewardship? We have an individ- 
ual accountability before the heavenly universe, 
to administer the trust committed us of God.” 
Testimonies to Ministers, 361-362. 

And we must not overlook the warnings previously 
quoted that there are woes upon those who consent 
to receive and maintain ministers who unsanctified 
attitudes injure the work of God. 

It has not been the purpose of this study to give di- 
rections to any person as to their individual responsi- 
bility. It has been our purpose to show: 


1. There is no Biblical or Spirit of Prophecy evi- 
dence to support the view that all tithe must, 
regardless of circumstances, be paid through 
organizational channels. Such a position might 
in some cases require that outright apostasy be 
supported by tithe, which is far beyond the 
boundaries of reason. 

2. We have been given through God’s appointed 
messenger an abundance of clear warnings that 
there would be a time when apostate ministers 
would be preaching in many Seventh-day Ad- 
ventist pulpits, and that the apostasy would 
sweep through the ranks of our ministers and 
our members. 

3. If we are to take Ellen White’s words at their 
face value, that time has at least partially ar- 
rived, in that many ministers are now occupy- 
ing Seventh-day Adventist pulpits who are 
preaching as truth the devil’s great lie—that 
Christians cannot stop sinning even through 
the power of Christ. By the unmistakably clear 
Spirit of Prophecy definition such ministries 
are “under the control of Satan.” 


Therefore, as Christian stewards under God, we 
have a solemn responsibility to fulfill in regard to our 
tithes and our offerings. 

May the Lord help each one of us to prayerfully, 
carefully, and conscientiously return the sacred tithe, 
as the Lord has directed, for the support of the min- 
istry. May we never be confused and uncertain as to 
what kind of ministry the Lord deems worthy to re- 
ceive the tithe. 

And may we never be confused or uncertain as to 
who is responsible for the present tithe problem. The 
responsibility must be placed squarely at the doors of 


those who are preaching among us the false doctrines 
of Calvinism and the administrators who are support- 
ing and maintaining them in their positions. 

The messenger of the Lord counseled parents, 
guardians of youth, and those who minister in the 
service of God: 

“When existing evils are not met and 
checked, because men have too little courage to 
reprove wrong, or because they have too little 
interest or are too indolent to tax their own 
powers in putting forth earnest efforts to purify 
the family or the church of God, they are ac- 
countable for the evil which may result in con- 
sequence of neglect to do their duty. We are just 
as accountable for evils that we might have 
checked in others, by reproof, by warning, by 
exercise of parental or pastoral authority, as if 
we were guilty of the acts ourselves.” Testi- 
monies, vol. 4, 516. 

May God give us faith, courage, and power in these 
troubled times to know and do the will of the Lord. 


Dr. Ralph Larson 


CLARIFICATION 


We have received several letters expressing concern 
regarding the quotation on page 6 of this booklet: “I 
get tired of going to church every Sabbath and get- 
ting my weekly dose of strychnine from the pulpit.” 

For generations strychnine was widely used as a 
tonic because of its stimulating effect in low doses. 
Many a compassionate, well-meaning physician pre- 
scribed it for a multitude of physical ills. The patient 
and physician honestly believed that the best avail- 
able care was being provided. The Holy Spirit led 
Ellen G. White to repeatedly condemn the use of 
strychnine along with other popular medicines of that 
day as poisonous and harmful. Today science has 
proven that strychnine is indeed a deadly poison, but 
this came too late to save the thousands—even mil- 
lions—who were actually harmed by it rather than 
benefited by it as they and the administrators of it be- 
lieved. (See “Ellen White’s Criticism of Nineteenth 
Century Medicine,” Albert E. Hirst, Adventist Review, 
June 30, 1983.) 

Seventh-day Adventists who today are teaching and 
preaching that Christians cannot stop sinning, even 
by the power of God, although with all compassion 
and sincerity and even though it is readily accepted 
by some as the truth, we believe that in the end this 
teaching will prove to be just as deadly and harmful 
and with more eternal consequences than _ the 
“weekly dose of strychnine.” We regret that the arti- 
cle gave the impression to some that this statement 
was generally applicable to all Adventist pulpits. We 
know that there are many pulpits giving the true, his- 
toric Adventist message, and we ask forgiveness if we 
implied otherwise. 


EDITORS 


THE CHRISTIAN’S OBLIGATION 


“The great work for the salvation of souls 
must be carried forward. In the tithe, with gifts 
and offerings, He has made provision for this 
work. Thus He intends that the ministry of the 
gospel shall be sustained. He claims the tithe as 
His own, and it should ever be regarded as a 
sacred reserve, to be placed in His treasury for 
the benefit of His cause. He asks also for our 
free-will gifts and offerings of gratitude. All are 
to be devoted to the sending of the gospel unto 
the uttermost parts of the earth.” Christ’s Ob- 
ject Lessons, 300. 

“The tithing system was ordained by God, 
and it had been observed from the earliest 
times. Abraham, the father of the faithful, paid 
tithes of all that he possessed. The Jewish 
rulers recognized the obligation of tithing, and 
this was right; but they did not leave the people 
to carry out their own convictions of duty. Arbi- 
trary rules were laid down for every case. The 
requirements had become so complicated that 
it was impossible for them to be fulfilled. None 
knew when their obligations were met. As God 
gave it, the system was just and reasonable; but 
the priests and rabbis had made it a wearisome 
burden.” The Desire of Ages, 617. 

“In commissioning His disciples to go ‘into 
all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature,’ Christ assigned to men the work of 
spreading the gospel. But while some go forth 
to preach, He calls upon others to answer to 
His claims upon them for tithes and offerings 
with which to support the ministry and to 
spread the printed truth all over the land. This 
is God’s means of exalting man. It is just the 
work which he needs, for it will stir the deepest 
sympathies of his heart and call into exercise 
the highest capabilities of the mind.” Testi- 
monies, vol. 4, 472. 

“God blesses the work of men’s hands. They 
are to act their part as faithful stewards by re- 
turning to the Lord his portion. They are to de- 
vote their means to his service, that his vine- 
yard may not remain a barren waste. They are 
to study what course the Lord would pursue 
were he in their place. They are to take all diffi- 
cult matters to the Lord in prayer. They are not 
to use all the means at their command in sup- 
plying with an over abundance of facilities the 
portion of the vineyard in which they are 
placed. They are to unselfishly impart that 
which they have to the Lord’s workers in hard 
places. ... 

“Unwise generalship is an offense to God, 
because it involves many others in difficulties. 
The Lord proves and tests every man, to see 
whether he will deal wisely with the Master’s 
goods. ... 

“He has given them his means for wise con- 
sideration of all doing his service and wise dis- 
tribution. His workmen pray to him for facili- 
ties with which to work, while those to whom 
he has given his means, the very means to an- 


swer these prayers, neglect his work, allowing 
his workers to lose their time and wear out 
their strength in working against disadvantages 
which need not be. ... 

“A steward identifies himself with his master. 
His master’s interests become his. He has ac- 
cepted the responsibilities of a steward and he 
must act in the master’s stead doing as the 
master would do if he were presiding over his 
own goods.” The Kress Collection, 151-152, 
154 (July 10, 1900). 

“The sin of the world today is the sin that 
brought destruction upon Israel. Ingratitude to 
God, the neglect of opportunities and blessings, 
the selfish appropriation of God’s gifts, ... are 
bringing ruin upon the world today.” Christ’s 
Object Lessons, 302. 

“The woe which will fall upon the minister if 
he preach not the gospel, will just as surely fall 
upon the businessman, if he, with his different 
talents, will not be a co-worker with Christ in 
accomplishing the same results.” Testimonies, 
vol. 4, 469. 

“The wants of the cause are laid before us; 
the empty treasuries appeal to us most patheti- 
cally for help. One dollar now is of more value 
to the work than ten dollars will be at some fu- 
ture period.” Testimonies, vol. 5, 732. 

“It is hard for some who profess to believe 
the present truth to do even so little as to hand 
the messengers God’s own money that He has 
lent them to be stewards over. ... An angel said, 
Are all messengers?’ Another answered, ‘No, 
no; God’s messengers have a message.” Early 
Writings, 50. 

“God is calling upon His people to give Him 
of the means that He has entrusted to them, in 
order that institutions may be established in 
the destitute fields that are ripe for the harvest. 
He calls upon those who have money in the 
banks to put it into circulation. By giving of our 
substance to sustain God’s work, we show in a 
practical manner that we love Him supremely 
and our neighbor as ourselves.” Testimonies, 
vol. 7, 56. 

“God is not pleased with the present show- 
ing. Our means is not to be bound up for years 
where it is not available for missionary work. 
This God forbids. ... I have been commissioned 
to instruct our people to be economical, and al- 
ways ready to give of their means to the Lord’s 
work. If you have a thousand dollars to spare, 
God wants it; it belongs to Him. If you have 
twenty dollars to spare, God wants it. His vine- 
yard is waiting to be worked.” General Confer- 
ence Bulletin, April 7, 1903. 

“There are only two places in the world 
where we can deposit our treasures—in God’s 
storehouse or in Satan’s, and all that is not de- 
voted to Christ's service is counted on Satan’s 
side and goes to strengthen his cause. 

“The Lord designs that the means entrusted 
to us shall be used in building up His kingdom. 
His goods are committed to His stewards that 
they may be carefully traded upon and bring 


back a revenue to Him in the saving of souls 
unto eternal life.” Testimonies, vol. 6, 448.“In 
the last extremity, before this work shall 
close, thousands will be cheerfully laid upon 
the altar. Men and women will feel it a blessed 
privilege to share in the work of preparing 
souls to stand in the great day of God, and they 
will give hundreds as readily as dollars are 
given now.” Counsels on Stewardship, 40. 

“All that we acquire is to be used to His 
glory. All the property that the Lord has en- 
trusted to us is to be held on the altar of God, 
to be returned to Him again. We are working 
out our own destiny. May God help us all to be 
wise for eternity.” Testimony to Ministers, 147. 


HOW TITHE SHOULD BE USED 


“God’s chosen messengers, who are engaged 
in aggressive labor, should never be compelled 
to go a warfare at their own charges, unaided 
by the sympathetic and hearty support of their 
brethren. It is the part of church members to 
deal liberally with those who lay aside their sec- 
ular employment that they may give themselves 
to the ministry. When God’s ministers are en- 
couraged, His cause is greatly advanced. But 
when, through the selfishness of men, their 
rightful support is withheld, their hands are 
weakened, and often their usefulness is seri- 
ously crippled. 

“The displeasure of God is kindled against 
those who claim to be His followers, yet allow 
consecrated workers to suffer for the necessi- 
ties of life while engaged in active ministry. 
These selfish ones will be called to render an 
account, not only for the misuse of their Lord’s 
money, but for the depression and heartache 
which their course has brought upon His faith- 
ful servants. Those who are called to the work 
of the ministry, and at the call of duty give up 
all to engage in God’s service, should receive 
for their self-sacrificing efforts wages sufficient 
to support themselves and their families. ... Is 
not the work of disseminating truth, and lead- 
ing souls to Christ, of more importance than 
any ordinary business? And are not those who 
faithfully engage in this work justly entitled to 
ample remuneration? ... That there may be 
funds in the treasury for the support of the 
ministry, and to meet the calls for assistance in 
missionary enterprises, it is necessary that the 
people of God give cheerfully and liberally. A 
solemn responsibility rests upon ministers to 
keep before the churches the needs of the cause 
of God and to educate them to be liberal. When 
this is neglected, and the churches fail to give 
for the necessities of others, not only does the 
work of the Lord suffer, but the blessing that 
should come to believers is withheld.” The Acts 
of the Apostles, 340-341. 

“Some, who do not see the advantage of edu- 
cating the youth to be physicians both of the 
mind and of the body, say that the tithe should 
not be used to support medical missionaries, 


who devote their time to treating the sick. In re- 
sponse to such statements as these, I am in- 
structed to say that the mind must not become 
so narrowed down that it cannot take in the 
truth of the situation.” Medical Ministry, 245. 
“The churches must arouse. The members 
must awake out of sleep and begin to inquire, 
How is the money which we put into the trea- 
sury being used? The Lord desires that a close 
search be made. Are all satisfied with the his- 
tory of the work for the past fifteen years? 
Where is the evidence of the co-working with 
God? Where has been heard throughout the 
churches the prayer for the help of the Holy 
Spirit? Dissatisfied and disheartened, we turn 
away from the scene. 

“Our churches and institutions must return 
to where they were before the backsliding com- 
menced, when they began trusting in man and 
making flesh their arm. Have we not seen 
enough of human wisdom? Shall we not now 
seek God in earnestness and simplicity, and 
serve him with heart and mind and strength?” 
The Kress Collection, 120 (June 26, 1900) 

“No line is to be drawn between the genuine 
medical missionary work and the gospel min- 
istry. These two must blend. They are not to 
stand apart as separate lines of work. They are 
to be joined in an inseparable union.” Medical 
Ministry, 250. 

“The tithe ... is to be especially devoted to 
the support of those who are bearing God’s 
message to the world.” Welfare Ministry, 277. 

“The tithe should go to those who labor in 
word and doctrine, be they men or women.” 
Evangelism, 492. 

“There are ministers’ wives, ... giving Bible 
readings and praying with families, helping 
along by personal efforts just as successfully as 
their husbands. These women give their whole 
time, and are told that they receive nothing for 
their labors because their husbands receive 
their wages. I tell them to go forward and all 
such decisions shall be reversed. The Word 
says, ‘The laborer is worthy of his hire.’ When 
any such decision as this is made, I will in the 
name of the Lord, protest. I will feel it in my 
duty to create a fund from my tithe money, to 
pay these women who are accomplishing just 
as essential work as the ministers are doing, 
and this tithe I will reserve for work in the 
same line as that of the ministers, hunting for 
souls, fishing for souls.” SpaldingMagan’s Un- 
published Manuscript Testimonies of Ellen G. 
White, 117. (April 21, 1898). 

“Light has been plainly given that those who 
minister in our schools, teaching the word of 
God, explaining the Scriptures, educating the 
students in the things of God, should be sup- 
ported by the tithe money.” Testimonies, vol. 6, 
215. 

“Let it never be forgotten that true Christian- 
ity comes through the engraving of Bible princi- 
ples upon the heart and character. This must 
be an individual work, visibly expressed. Then 


true missionary work will be done. The Lord’s 
means will be carefully invested.” The Kress 
Collection, 122, (June 18, 1900). 


IMPROPER USE OF TITHE 


“There are fearful woes for those who preach 
the truth, but are not sanctified by it, and also 
for those who consent to receive and maintain 
the unsanctified to minister to them in word 
and doctrine.” Testimonies, vol. 1, 261-262. 

“If God pronounces a woe upon those who 
are called to preach the truth and refuse to 
obey, a heavier woe rests upon those who take 
upon them this sacred work without clean 
hands and pure hearts. As there are woes for 
those who preach the truth while they are un- 
sanctified in heart and life, so there are woes 
for those who receive and maintain the unsanc- 
tified in the position which they cannot fill.” 
Ibid., vol. 2, 552. 

“It would be poor policy to support from the 
treasury of God those who really mar and in- 
jure His work, and who are constantly lowering 
the standard of Christianity.” Ibid., vol. 3, 553. 

“A very plain, definite message has been 
given to me for our people. I am bidden to tell 
them that they are making a mistake in apply- 
ing the tithe to various objects which, though 
good in themselves, are not the object to which 
the Lord has said that the tithe should be ap- 
plied. Those who make this use of the tithe are 
departing from the Lord’s arrangement. God 
will judge for these things. 

“One reasons that the tithe may be applied 
to school purposes. Still others reason that 
canvassers and colporteurs should be sup- 
ported from the tithe. But a great mistake is 
made when the tithe is drawn from the object 
for which it is to be used—the support of the 
ministers.” Ibid., vol. 9, 248-249. 


ONLY “APPOINTED” 
CHANNELS? 


“Let me tell you that the Lord will work in 
this last work in a manner very much out of the 
common order of things, and in a way that will 
be contrary to any human planning.” Testi- 
monies to Ministers, 300. 

“The arrangement that all moneys must go 
through Battle Creek and under the control of 
the few men in that place is a wrong way of 
managing. There are altogether too many 
weighty responsibilities given to a few men, and 
some do not make God their counselor.” Ibid., 
321. 

“(W.C. White) ‘Mother bears a very strong 
testimony against the medical missionary work- 
ers, the college men, or those engaged in the 
publishing work, entering the field without con- 
sultation and sanction from the General Con- 
ference Committee, and especially if working 
with any spirit of rivalry, and endeavoring to 


build up their work by making unfavorable 
comparisons, showing that other branches of 
the work are inferior to theirs; that they may 
raise money for the institutions which they rep- 
resent. Her views are that we should do now as 
has been done in the past—let the men repre- 
senting the different enterprises meet with the 
members of the General Conference Commit- 
tee, and prayerfully consider plans and ways 
and means for building up all branches of the 
work, then agree upon such plans for present- 
ing the work as will show the people that it is a 
perfect unity, and that there is no rivalry, and 
raise money in such a way as that the building 
up on one enterprise will not tear down an- 
other. 

“Mother makes one important exception to 
the above plan. She says that whenever the 
Lord has plainly spoken regarding an impor- 
tant work that is being neglected, as in the case 
of the work among the Southern people, and 
then the General Conference continues to ne- 
glect it, that the workers connected with this 
missionary enterprise are free to go to the 
churches anywhere and everywhere, and raise 
means for the prosecution of the work that has 
been plainly pointed out should be done. So, 
she says regarding the school work, if the Gen- 
eral Conference Committee should refuse to co- 
operate in an effort to relieve the indebtedness 
of our schools, it would be right for the school 
men to go into the field, and appeal to churches 
and individuals. But we have no reason to be- 
lieve that there will be any necessity for inde- 
pendent action. We believe that the members of 
the General Conference Committee stand just 
where Mother has stood for some time, waiting 
for the school boards to place their work on a 
sound basis, feeling that this is necessary be- 
fore we can hope for the blessing of God, with- 
out which our efforts will be of no avail.” Spald- 
ing-Magan’s Unpublished Manuscript Testi- 
monies of Ellen G. White, 156. 

“Some have entertained the idea that be- 
cause the school at Madison is not owned by a 
conference organization, those who are in 
charge of the school should not be permitted to 
call upon our people for the means that is 
greatly needed to carry on their work. This idea 
needs to be corrected. In the distribution of the 
money that comes into the Lord’s treasury, you 
are entitled to a portion just as verily as are 
those connected with other needy enterprises 
that are carried forward in harmony with the 
Lord’s instruction. 

“The Lord Jesus will one day call to account 
those who would so tie your hands that it is al- 
most impossible for you to move in harmony 
with the Lord’s biddings. “The silver and the 
gold is mine, saith the Lord, and the cattle 
upon a thousand hills.’ ” Ibid., 411. 

“The Lord will raise up men who will give 
the people the message for this time.” Testi- 
monies to Ministers, 107. 


“He will call men from the plow and from 
other occupations to give the last note of warn- 
ing to perishing souls.” Testimonies, vol. 9, 
170. 

“Most startling messages will be borne by 
men of God’s appointment.” Ibid., 137. 

“Pharisaism in the Christian world today is 
not extinct. The Lord desires to break up the 
course of precision which has become so firmly 
established, which has hindered instead of ad- 
vancing his work. He desires his people to re- 
member that there is a large space over which 
the light of present truth is to be shed. Divine 
wisdom must have abundant room in which to 
work. It is to advance without asking permis- 
sion or support from those who have taken to 
themselves a kingly power. In the past one set 
of men have tried to keep in their own hands 
the control of all the means coming from the 
churches, and have used this means in a most 
disproportionate manner, erecting expensive 
buildings where such large buildings were un- 
necessary and uncalled for, and leaving needy 
places without help or encouragement. 

“For years the same routine, the same ‘regu- 
lar way’ of working has been followed, and 
God’s work has been greatly hindered. The nar- 
row plans that have been followed by those who 
did not have clear, sanctified judgment has re- 
sulted in a showing that is not approved by 
God. 

“God calls for a revival and a reformation. 
The ‘regular lines’ have not done the work 
which God desires to see accomplished. Let re- 
vival reformation make constant changes. ... 
Let every yoke be broken. Let men awaken to 
the realization that they have an individual re- 
sponsibility. 

“The present showing is sufficient to prove 
to all who have the true missionary spirit that 
the ‘regular lines’ may prove a failure and a 
snare. God helping his people, the circle of 
kings who dared to take such great responsibil- 
ities shall never again exercise their unsancti- 
fied power in the so-called ‘regular lines’. Too 
much power has been invested in unrevived, 
unreformed human agencies. Let not selfish- 
ness and covetousness be allowed to outline the 
work which must be done to fulfill the grand, 
noble commission which Christ has given to ev- 
ery disciple. ... 

“The Lord has encouraged those who have 
started out on their own responsibility to work 
for him, their hearts filled with love for souls 
ready to perish. ... Young men, go forth into the 
places to which you are directed by the Spirit of 
the Lord. Work with your hands, that you may 
be self-supporting, and as you have opportu- 
nity, proclaim the message of warning. ... God 
grant that the voices which have been so 
quickly raised to say that all the money in- 
vested in the work must go through the ap- 
pointed channel at Battle Creek, shall not be 
heard. The people to whom God has given his 
means are amenable to him alone. It is their 


privilege to give direct aid and assistance to 
missions. ... 

“I do not consider it the duty of the Southern 
branch of our work, in the publication and han- 
dling of books, to be under the dictation of our 
established publishing houses. And if means 
can be devised to reduce the expense of pub- 
lishing and circulating books, let this be done.” 
Letter to Brother Daniells, June 28, 1901, 
published in Spalding-Magan’s Unpublished 
Manuscript Testimonies of Ellen G. White, 
174-177. 

“In reference to our conference, it is re- 
peated o’er and o’er and o’er again, that it is the 
voice of God, and therefore everything must be 
referred to the Conference and have the confer- 
ence voice in regard to permission or restric- 
tion or what shall be and what shall not be 
done in the various fields. ... 

“We have heard enough, abundance, about 
that ‘everything must go around in the regular 
way.’ When we see the regular lines are altered 
and purified and refined, and the God of the 
heavens mold is upon the regular lines, then it 
is our business to establish the regular lines. 
But when we see message after message that 
God has given has been accepted, but no 
change, just the same as it was before, then it is 
evident that new blood must be brought into 
the regular lines. ... 

“It requires minds that are worked by the 
Holy Spirit of God; and unless that evidence is 
given, unless there is a power that shows that 
they are accepted by God to impart to the re- 
sponsibilities that have to be handled, then 
there should be a renovation without any delay. 
To have this conference pass on and close up 
as the conferences have done, with the same 
manipulating, with the very same tone, and the 
same order—God _ forbid! God _ forbid, 
brethren. ... He wants every living soul that has 
a knowledge of the truth to come to their 
senses. He wants every living power to arouse; 
and we are just about the same thing as dead 
men. And it is time that we should arise and 
shine because our light has come, and the glory 
of the Lord has arisen upon us, and until this 
shall come we might just as well close up the 
conference today as any other day. ... 

“Now the Lord wants his Spirit to come in. 
He wants the Holy Ghost king. He wants every- 
thing of the sharpness, that it shall not be exer- 
cised toward outsiders, it shall not be exercised 
toward one that is trying to serve God and try- 
ing to exercise all his power to serve him, that 
is bringing his tithes here to sustain the min- 
istry. He has a treasury, and that treasury is to 
be sustained by the tithe, and that tithe is to be 
a sacred tithe, and it is to be God’s tithe, and 
that tithe is to be so liberal that it will sustain 
the work largely; each one to act in their capac- 
ity in such a way that the confidence of the 
whole people will be established in them, and 
that they will not be afraid, but see everything 


just as light as day until they are in connection 
with the work of God and the people. ... 

“There is to be no man that has the right to 
put his hand out and say, No, you can not go 
there; we won't support you if you go there. 
Why, what have you to do with supporting? Did 
they create the means? The means come from 
the people, and those who are destitute fields. 
The voice of God has told me to instruct them 
to go the people and to tell them their necessi- 
ties, and to draw all the people to work just 
where they can find a place to work, to build up 
the work in every place they can.” Remarks at 
a meeting held in Battle Creek College Li- 
brary, General Conference, April 1901. Ibid., 
162-168. 

“God has given me a message for the men 
who are carrying large responsibilities in Wash- 
ington and other centers of the work. This is a 
time when the work of God should be con- 
ducted with the greatest wisdom, unselfishness, 
and the strictest integrity by every conference; a 
time when there should be the closest obser- 
vance of the law of God on the part of every 
worker; a walking and working under the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit. 

“God needs men and women who will work 
in the simplicity of Christ to bring the knowl- 
edge of truth before those who need its convert- 
ing power. But when a precise line is laid down 
which the workers must follow in their efforts 
to proclaim the message, a limit is set to the 
usefulness of a great number of workers. I am 
charged to speak, saying, God seeth not as man 
seeth. Those who occupy responsible positions 
need to place a lower estimate upon the value 
of human wisdom and to esteem more highly 
the sanctification of the Spirit revealed in the 
lowliness and gentleness of Christ. They need 
to have the Holy Spirit come into their hearts 
and minds, to control their wills and to sanctify 
their tongues. When soul and mind and body 
are converted to God, our physical strength and 
our desires will become working agencies for 
God. When the converting power of God trans- 
forms the life, we shall be educated by God 
himself to speak his words and work his 
works. ... 

“I have said only a little in comparison with 
what might be said on this subject. But I call on 
our ministers, our teachers, and our physicians 
to awake out of sleep, and see the opportunities 
for work that are within their reach, but which 
for years have been allowed to pass unim- 
proved. ... 

“It is a sin for any to criticize and find fault 
with those who in their manner of working do 
not exactly meet their mind. Let none blame or 
censure the men who have labored at Madison. 
In the place of complaining at your brother’s 
work, take up your own neglected work. In- 
stead of picking flaws in your brother’s charac- 
ter, search your own heart, confess your sins, 
and act honestly with God. Let there be con- 
demnation of self for the work that lies undone 


all about you. Instead of placing impediments 
in the way of those who are trying to accom- 
plish something ... let our eyes be opened to 
see that time is passing, and that there is much 
for you to do. 

“The Lord works through various agencies. 
If there are those who desire to step into new 
fields and take up new lines of labor, encourage 
them to do so. ... let no man’s hand be raised 
to hinder his brother. Those who have had ex- 
perience in the work of God should be encour- 
aged to follow the guidance and counsel of the 
Lord. 

“Do not worry lest some means shall go di- 
rect to those who are trying to do missionary 
work in a quiet and effective way. All the means 
is not to be handled by one agency or organiza- 
tion. There is much business to be done consci- 
entiously for the cause of God. Help is to be 
sought from every possible source. There are 
men who can do the work of securing means 
for the cause, and when these are acting consci- 
entiously and in harmony with the counsels of 
their fellow-laborers in the field which they rep- 
resent, the hand of restraint is not to be laid 
upon them. They are surely laborers together 
with Him who gave his life for the salvation of 
souls. ... 

“To those in our conferences who have felt 
that they had authority to forbid the gathering 
of means in certain territory I now say: This 
matter has been presented to me again and 
again. I now bear my testimony in the name of 
the Lord to those whom it concerns. Wherever 
you are, withhold your forbiddings. The work 
of God is not to be thus trammeled. God is be- 
ing faithfully served by these men whom you 
have been watching and criticizing. They fear 
and honor the Lord; they are laborers together 
with Him. God forbids you to put any yokes on 
the necks of his servants. It is the privilege of 
these workers to accept gifts or loans that they 
may invest them to help in doing an important 
work that greatly needs to be done. This won- 
derful burden of responsibility which some 
suppose God has placed upon them with their 
official position, has never been laid upon 
them. If men were standing free on the high 
platform of truth, they would never accept the 
responsibility to frame rules and regulations 
that hinder and cramp God’s chosen laborers 
in their work for the training of missionaries. 
When they learn the lesson that ‘All ye are 
brethren’, and realize that their fellow-workers 
may know just as well as they how to use in the 
wisest way the talents and capabilities en- 
trusted to them, they will remove the yokes that 
are now binding their brethren, and will give 
them credit for having love for souls and a de- 
sire to labor unselfishly to promote the inter- 
ests of the cause. ... 

“You have no time to lose. Satan will soon 
rise up to create hindrances; let the work go 
forward while it may. This is no time for weak- 
ness to be woven into our experience. Do not 


spend your money for unnecessary things, do 
not waste it on story magazines and cheap liter- 
ature, but take your surplus means and say, I 
will use this in employing men and women to 
give the last message of warning to the world. 

“When the Holy Spirit is allowed to mold our 
hearts and lives, there will be much more confi- 
dence expressed in the workers who are strug- 
gling with difficulties in hard places. Let every- 
one take his own individual case before the 
Lord, and study his own faults instead of the 
fancied shortcomings of his brother. We each 
need to realize our own weakness and be con- 
stantly on guard. Satan is watching to take us 
unawares, and many are ignorant of their own 
defects of character. ... 

“The Lord is calling for men and women to 
guard their own houses and families, and in- 
stead of watching their fellow-workers, regard- 
ing with jealousy their outgoing and incoming, 
to turn their attention to self. The Lord has a 
report to make of every soul who would restrict 
the liberty of another. There is a Watcher who is 
taking the measure of character, and who will 
judge accordingly. The jealousy revealed by 
some who claim to be in the truth, plainly re- 
veals that unless their hearts are changed they 
will never be overcomers. Unless they respond 
to the subduing, sanctifying influences of the 
grace of God, they will never wear the crown of 
life. 

“Those who desire to wear Christ's yoke will 
heed the invitation ‘Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 
for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.’ To all who would 
mark out a certain course for their brother to 
pursue, the Lord says, Stand out of the way. Sa- 
tan and his emissaries are doing enough of this 
kind of work. We are altogether too near the 
close of earth's history to seek to block the 
wheels of the chariot of truth. God’s workers 
are to come into line, to pray together, to coun- 
sel together. And whenever it is impossible for 
them to gather for counsel, God will instruct 
through His Spirit those who sincerely desire to 
serve him.” Ibid., 419-424 (January 6, 1908). 


ELLEN WHITE’S EXAMPLE 


“Mountain View, Calif., Jan. 22, 1905. 

“Elder Watson: (President of Colorado Con- 
ference) 

“My brother, I wish to say to you, Be careful 
how you move. You are not moving wisely. The 
least you have to speak about the tithe that has 
been appropriated to the most needy and the 
most discouraging field in the world, the more 
sensible you will be. 

“It has been presented to me for years that 
my tithe was to be appropriated by myself to 
aid the white and colored ministers who were 
neglected and did not receive sufficient prop- 
erly to support their families. When my atten- 


tion was called to aged ministers, white or 
black, it was my special duty to investigate into 
their necessities and supply their needs. This 
was to be my special work, and I have done this 
in a number of cases. No man should give noto- 
riety to the fact that in special cases the tithe is 
used in that way. 

“In regard to the colored work in the South, 
that field has been and is still being robbed of 
the means that should come to the workers of 
that field. If there has been cases where our sis- 
ters have appropriated their tithe to the sup- 
port of the ministers working for the colored 
people in the South, let every man, if he is wise, 
hold his peace. 

“I have myself appropriated my tithe to the 
most needy cases brought to my notice. I have 
been instructed to do this; and as the money is 
not withheld from the Lord’s treasury, it is not 
a matter that should be commented upon; for it 
will necessitate my making known these mat- 
ters, which I do not desire to do, because it is 
not best. 

“Some cases have been kept before me for 
years, and I have supplied their needs from the 
tithe, as God has instructed me to do. And if 
any person shall say to me, Sister White, will 
you appropriate my tithe where you know it is 
most needed, I shall say, Yes, I will; and I have 
done so. I commend those sisters who have 
placed their tithe where it is most needed to 
help to do a work that is being left undone; and 
if this matter is given publicity, it will create 
knowledge which would better be left as it is. I 
do not care to give publicity to this work which 
the Lord has appointed me to do, and others to 
do. 

“I send this matter to you so that you shall 
not make a mistake. Circumstances alter cases. 
I would not advise that any should make a 
practice of gathering up tithe money. But for 
years there have now and then been persons 
who have lost confidence in the appropriation 
of the tithe who have placed their tithe in my 
hands, and said that if I did not take it they 
would themselves appropriate it to the families 
of the most needy minister they could find. I 
have taken the money, given a receipt for it, and 
told them how it was appropriated. 

“I write this to you so that you shall keep 
cool and not become stirred up and give public- 
ity to this matter, lest many more shall follow 
their example. 

“(Signed) Ellen G. White.” 

Spalding-Magan’s Unpublished Manuscript 
Testimonies of Ellen G. White, 215-216. 


POINTS TO CONSIDER 


. Irregular lines are connected to the Lord’s 
Treasury. 

. God directed these ladies to send tithe through 
irregular lines. (God would never direct anyone 
to divert their tithe and thereby to sin.) 


. Sister White used her example of giving her 


tithe through “irregular lines” as a defense for 
these ladies—showing us that she was an exam- 
ple. 


. Tithe was not given through the local church— 


but straight to the Southern field. Thereby 
showing that “in His Treasury” (Counsels on 
Stewardship, 106) isn’t synonymous with—in 
the local church, in the local conference. 


. The council was sent to Elder Watson to hold 


his peace, instead of rebuking those ladies for 
sending their tithe through the “irregular lines.” 


. All of God’s council is harmonious. This letter 


gives vital information to help us understand 
Testimonies, vol. 9, 245-252 and Counsels on 
Stewardship, 106. 


Pastor Ralph Larson 


